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The first words 
 
First of all, I like to wish you a very pleasant Holliday Season,  
Merry Christmas and all the best for 2012! 
 
I hope you will find the following news items interesting, please enjoy 
this issue!                                       
 
Ronald Ringma 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
In this issue: 

 
• Facebook 
• News from Group Lotus 
• New on the website 
• Kimi Räikkönen back in F1 with Lotus Renault GP in 2012! 
• Romain Grosjean to race alongside Kimi Räikkönen in 2012 
• Roger Daltery Lotus Evora auctioned for Teenage Cancer Trust 
• First Lotus Originals shop is now open  
• Swizz Beats Evora GTE revealed in NYC 
• IWR Elans - continued 
• Rare cars for sale 
• New Elan M100 Hoods 
• New contract for Group Lotus CEO Dany Bahar 
• Model cars 
• Books and videos 
• Events  
• Downloads 

 
Previous issues of this newsletter are available as free downloads from my website. 
 
Facebook 
 
Next to the website, there is also a page on Facebook now. Just search for Lotus Drivers Guide when you 
are logged in to your Facebook account. 
 
 
News from Group Lotus 
 
Read all about the news items in the press releases section of the website, please follow this link: 
http://www.lotusdriversguide.com/Press/index.php 
 
In this section of the website you will find the latest news by Lotus, normally unedited. But you will also 
find my own reports here, like recently the images from the IAA in Frankfurt. 
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New on the website 
 
You will find all recent changes and news headlines on the ‘news’ page of the website. On the opening page 
of the website you will also see the most recent items.  
 
If you like to know if there is an update on this page, I suggest you become a friend on Facebook, as the 
updates will be mentioned there. Or you can also get Google+, where I am also giving notice of updates on 
the website. 
 
 
Kimi Räikkönen back in F1 with Lotus Renault GP in 2012! 
 
 
Lotus Renault GP is announced that Kimi Räikkönen will race for the team next season. The 2007 World 
Champion, who left Formula 1 at the end of 2009 to pursue a career in rallying, has decided to make a 
comeback at the pinnacle of single-seater racing. He has now signed a two-year agreement with Lotus 
Renault GP. 
 
Kimi’s F1 roll of honour includes 18 wins, 62 podiums and 16 pole positions. This experience and success is 
sure to help the team make a step forward next year. The 32-year-old Finn’s commitment indeed makes 
for a vote of confidence in Lotus Renault GP, demonstrating the team’s determination and new philosophy 
for the seasons ahead. 
 

Kimi Räikkönen: 
“I’m delighted to be coming back to Formula 1 
after a two-year break, and I’m grateful to 
Lotus Renault GP for offering me this 
opportunity. My time in the World Rally 
Championship has been a useful stage in my 
career as a driver, but I can’t deny the fact 
that my hunger for F1 has recently become 
overwhelming. It was an easy choice to return 
with Lotus Renault GP as I have been 
impressed by the scope of the team’s 
ambition. Now I’m looking forward to playing 
an important role in pushing the team to the 
very front of the grid.” 
 
Gérard Lopez, Genii Capital, Chairman: 

“All year long, we kept saying that our team was at the start of a brand new cycle. Backstage we’ve been 
working hard to build the foundations of a successful structure and to ensure that we would soon be able to 
fight at the highest level. Kimi’s decision to come back to Formula 1 with us is the first step of several 
announcements which should turn us into an even more serious contender in the future. Of course, we are 
all looking forward to working with a world champion. On behalf of our staff, I’d like to welcome Kimi to 
Enstone, a setting that has always been known for its human approach to Formula 1.” 
 
In the press section of the website you can read this story completed with an interview with Kimi. And 
there is also a link to a video interview with Kimi Räikkönen available.  
 
 
Romain Grosjean to race alongside Kimi Räikkönen in 2012 
 
Lotus Renault GP and TOTAL are delighted to announce that Romain Grosjean will race alongside 2007 
world champion Kimi Räikkönen next season. The two companies are also pleased to confirm that they 
have renewed their sponsorship agreement for another year. 
 
The 2011 GP2 Series champion gained useful experience with the team throughout the year as LRGP’s third 
driver. As part of his role, Romain was rewarded with two practice session drives at the final two races of 
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the season in both Abu Dhabi and Brazil. 
 
Romain Grosjean: “I am thrilled to be one of the team’s race 
drivers in 2012. There’s a big grin on my face at the prospect 
of getting behind the wheel of next year’s car, and I feel very 
privileged to be given this opportunity. To be racing alongside 
a former world champion and someone who is hungry and 
returning to Formula 1 will be a great experience, and I’m 
sure will help raise my level of performance too. I feel that 
my successful season in GP2 Series has helped me mature a 
lot, and I am a much more complete driver than I was last 
time I was competing in this sport. Returning to Enstone as a 
race driver feels like coming home. I will not disappoint and I 

wish to thank all the people without whom this return to F1 would not have been possible. Total, which 
supports me since 2006, and Gravity Sport Management, are first on this list.” 
 
You can read the full press release on the website. 
 
 
 
Roger Daltrey Lotus Evora auctioned for Teenage Cancer Trust 
 
Legendary ‘The Who’ front man and long term Teenage Cancer Trust patron, Roger Daltrey CBE, has joined 
forces with premium British sports car manufacturer, Lotus, to create a one-off Roger Daltrey Lotus Evora, 
which was auctioned for Teenage Cancer Trust on Thursday 1 December. The car was sold for GBP 56,500 
inclusive of Buyer's Premium. 
 
This unique collaboration of two internationally respected and admired British icons aims to raise as much 
money as possible for young people with cancer in the UK. The award-winning, high-performance sports 
car, personalised by Roger Daltrey himself, has been hand-built by a specialist team at Lotus Design and 
was expected raise over GBP 80,000. 

 
The car is sporty, sleek and 
sophisticated. Bespoke features include 
union jack details, red highlights and 
hand-painted graphics including Roger 
Daltrey’s authenticating signature. The 
inside features references to The Who 
and mod graphics, with embroidered 
roundels on the headrests and hand-
trimmed union jack flags on seat 
backs. 
 
The car was seen for the first time at 
the Classic Rock Awards on Wednesday 
9 November. The auction was held by 
Bonhams at its traditional end of year 
sale of Important Motor Cars and Fine 
Automobilia in Surrey on Thursday 1 
December. 
 
Roger Daltrey has been working with Teenage Cancer Trust for over 10 years. Every year he works 
tirelessly to arrange Concerts for Teenage Cancer Trust at the Royal Albert Hall, securing the best possible 
line-ups and raising over £14million in that time.  
 
Roger Daltrey said, “It’s not every day you get asked to create a special car design for one of the 
legendary British car makers. As the car was going to be auctioned for Teenage Cancer Trust I decided to 
get some advice from a teenager. Toby, 18, the son of John Entwistle’s roadie, and myself came up with 
the ideas and here it is. The people at Lotus couldn’t have been more helpful. It’s great that they are 
waving the flag for British car design and Teenage Cancer Trust.” 
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“The music business as we know it today would never have existed without the support of teenagers. The 
money raised from this car and the show’s we have staged at the Royal Albert Hall for the past eleven 
years will be used to make a difference to the lives of teenagers with cancer. It’s my way of giving them 
something back.” 
 
Teenage Cancer Trust is dedicated to improving the quality of life and chances of survival for young people 
with cancer aged between 13 and 24. The charity funds and builds specialist units within NHS hospitals 
that bring young people together to be treated by teenage cancer experts in an environment tailored to 
their needs. Teenage Cancer Trust is the only UK charity providing such specialists care for young people 
with cancer in the UK, and relies solely on donations to fund all of its vital work. 
 
First Lotus Originals shop is now open 
 
In Hethel, located at the Group Lotus HQ, the first new Lotus Original Shop has been opened by Bruno 
Senna And Dany Bahar. 

 
Part of a global strategy, the Hethel store is the first 
Lotus Originals retail experience to open in Europe 
and finally gives customers the chance to try the 
collection before they buy having only been able to 
buy online since March 2011.  
 
Commenting on the launch Group Lotus Director of 
Licensing and Merchandise Wiebke Bauer said: "It's 
a very proud day for us today, it's more than a 
simple store opening. One of the biggest challenges 
we have as a business, outside of selling cars, is to 
make the Lotus brand as accessible as possible. We 
have many fans out there in the world who aren't 
necessarily in a position to buy one of our cars but 
they still want to be part of the Lotus world and this 
means a lot to us. Developments like this first shop 

- as part of our global retail strategy, our motorsports activities and the magazine allow us to reach out to 
so many people who believe in Lotus and this can only be a good thing." 
 

 
"The team have worked incredibly hard to put 
together a range of apparel and accessories that will 
appeal to even the most hard to please Lotus 
enthusiast. Our focus throughout has been on 
quality and ensuring a truly authentic Lotus 
experience for the customer. This shop opening is 
just one of the many small but important steps we 
are currently taking as part of the overall brand 
development strategy. Our next major step will be 
the official Lotus Originals store opening in London 
early next year - which we're very much looking 
forward to. People won't need to wait until next year 
though, they can come and get a taste of what to 
expect right here, right now at Hethel." 
 
The store is open to the public Monday to Thursday 8.30am until 5pm and 8.30am until midday on Fridays. 
Customers can also shop online at www.lotusoriginals.com. 
 
Read the full press release on the website, in the press release section. 
 
 
 
 



Lotus Drivers Guide newsletter, issue 53, December 2011, page 5 

 
 
Swizz Beats Evora GTE revealed in NYC 

 
Statement from Lotus: “BIG NEWS 
FROM THE BIG APPLE. A creative colour 
collaboration: the special edition chrome 
Evora GTE with design input from media 
entrepreneur Swizz Beatz was officially 
unveiled last night (1 December 2011) 
by Lotus CEO Dany Bahar to the great 
and the good of New York City. Perhaps 
Swizz’ wife Alicia Keys was right when 
she sang “…concrete jungle where 
dreams are made of…” – will our 
dreams come true there? We’ll see.” 
 
In August 2011 Grammy Award winning 
rapper Swizz Beatz was appointed as 
new creative man, to collaborate on a 
special line of cars that have hiphop 
swag. The first result of this 

appointment is this special edition Evora GTE. Aside from serous horsepower, the car gets an automated 
manual transmission and carbon fiber throughout the body, good for shaving off anther 231 pounds. 
 
IWR Elans - continued 
 
In issue 52 of this newsletter I did write about the aluminium bodied Ian Walker Racing Elans. The first 
version, that was bodied by Williams & Pritchard, is now owned by Martin Stretton and has been repainted 
in to its original Gold Bug colour scheme. Here are some pictures showing the car as it looks today. 

 

     
 

Images courtesy of Bert du Toy van Hees 

 
Rare cars for sale 
 
I found this Type 47 that is for sale in Brussels, Belgium at Automobiles Vanderveken.  

 

          
 

This Type 47 is an ex works car that was powered by the 2500cc Climax engine, built as a development car 
for the Lotus factory. Special features are bigger brakes and twin gas tanks. After the 1967 racing season, 
the car was sold to the American Lotus expert Harry Appleby who kept it for 35 years. In 2005, the car 
returned to Europe. It is in close to original condition and is currently powered by a F3 1600cc Lotus engine 



Lotus Drivers Guide newsletter, issue 53, December 2011, page 6 

with a Hewland gearbox. 
 
And if you are looking for a ‘new’ Lotus Europa this may be of interest for you. This 1974 Europa Special 
has been dry stored in California most of its life. 

 

              
 

Now it is for sale having covered just 5,536 miles from new and is in a totally original and unrestored 
condition, even down to the original tyres that will have to be replaced for obvious reasons. Available at 
Hilton & Moss in Stanted, UK  
 
 
New Elan M100 hoods 
 

 
Mark Miller-Burrage is an Elan owner who has worked at Hethel 
both in the pre and post production eras of the M100, so he 
knew the standard of equipment that would be required to 
restore his Elan hood back to its original condition. Utilising 
both the original manufacturer and the factory specifications he 
succeeded. Knowing that more Elan owners have the same 
hood problem that he had, he founded 
http://www.m100hoods.co.uk where he is offering a 
replacement hood, seals or webbing, or an entire package. He 
is working with the original manufacturers and suppliers of the 
M100 hood and seals to Lotus Cars Ltd. 
 
A full kit comprises of Seals, webbings and hood material, please note that no framework is available at 
this time. The full kit costs £950 inc VAT plus delivery to any UK destination. Worldwide delivery is 
available. He also offers a fitting service. Fitting usually costs in the region of £300 - £400 but is subject to 
change according to the time spent on each vehicle. 
 
 
New contract for Group Lotus CEO Dany Bahar 
 
The CEO of Group Lotus, Dany Bahar, has signed a new contract for a period of 4 years after a meeting 
with Proton. Dany Bahar came from Ferrari to Lotus in 2009 and his contract was to expire in 2012. “The 
Proton dedication to our plans has always been solid, and the decision to extend my contract a year early is 
a signal of that commitment,” Bahar said. 
 
 
 
Model Cars 
 
Many collectors who are buying or selling model cars are using the Ebay website. Do they realise that this 
may cost up to 21% of the value of the item when selling something? There is an insertion fee, picture 
fees, final value fee, PayPal fee and a fee to relist an unsold item. I did recently find an other website used 
by collectors worldwide, http://www.toycollector.com where the costs seem to be limited to 8% if you are selling 
something.  
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Let’s start with something special this time. This month I like to show you some hand built or adapted 
models, nice for the collector who already has everything else…. 
 
 
This Lotus Type 72D was Emmerson Fittpaldi’s 
1972 World Championship car and you may 
recognise his signature. This 1:43 model Is made 
by James Parker. He is one of those lesser known 
modellers who sets the very highest standards and 
deserves far greater recognition for pushing the 
boundaries. 
 
Most of his models benefit from a vast amount of 
extra curricular work, to include opened up engine 
bays, wired engines, visible steering and 
suspension set ups and so much more. 
 
  

 

 
 
 
And how about this Lotus Type 49C as driven by 
Graham Hill. 
 
This 1:43 model comes from the hand of Tony 
Smith, who builds only to specific request and 
imbues each of his models with an attention to 
detail that distinguishes his work from other 
modellers. He has built or contributed to some of 
the best known model collections. 

 

 
 
This is the Lotus Type 77 that was used by Mario 
Andretti during the Brazilian Formula One Grand 
Prix on the 25th  of January, 1976.  
 
He had to retire after an accident in lap 6. 
 
Made by Spark, scale 1:43. Should be in the shops 
by the time that you are reading this. 

 
In the previous issue of this newsletter I did write 
about the new 1:20 scale Type 72C kit by Ebbro. 
Here is an image of the finished model. The kit is 
supposed to be available from march 2012 
onwards.   
 
Ebbro expands their horizons with this release of 
the "Gold Leaf" Lotus Type 72C Formula 1 race car. 
The detail is fantastic! Ebbro indicates that they 
are planning a series of classic F1 cars. Great news 
for F1 modellers! 
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Spark recently announced that their new 1:43 
Elan (Hexagon) Estate will be available in 
February 2012. 

 
 
New from Avant Slot is this Elise GT1 1:32 slot 
race car. This car is the only registered Lotus Elise 
GT1, reg. P498 PPW 
 
There is also supposed to be a race version as used 
by Le Mans Team Thai soon. Yes, the with car with 
the purple letters. 

 
 

 

 
From Fujimi this Lotus 97T kit in scale 1:20 Is 
now available. There is the car as used during the 
Portugese Grand prix in 1985 and the car as used 
during the Belgian Grand Prix in 1985, both Senna 
#12 and De Angelis #11 versions. 
 
Fujimi also has accessory kits with extra decals and 
photo etched parts to make the model look even 
more realistic. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Finally available, just before Christmas, is this replica of 
Jim Clark’s 1963 championship winning Lotus 25 by 
Spark, scale 1:18.   

 
 

 

 
This 1:43 Lotus Type 99T by Rêve was not yet 
mentioned on these pages.  With this car Ayrton 
Senna did win the 1987 Monaco Grand Prix. 
 
Also announced: Senna Suzuka 1987, Nakajima 
Suzuka 1987 and Nakajima Silverstone 1987. But I 
have not got a clue if and when these models will 
be produced…. 
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This rally version of the Sunbeam Lotus is 
announced for February 2012 by OttOmobile 
(France). Scale 1:18. As usual for this model 
maker there will not be any opening parts, but the 
quality and detail will be high.  
A maximum of 1750 pieces will be produced. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Brumm recently produced this set of 5 “Classic 
British Marques”. Includes: Vanwall F1 1958 (S 
Moss), Cooper T51 1959 (J Brabham), Cooper T53 
1960 (J Brabham), BRM P57 1962 (G Hill), and 
Lotus 25 1963 (J Clark). All models individually 
boxed with a free acrylic display case. 
 

 
 
Minichamps announced these Lotus Renault GP 
show car models (basically the 2010 R30 in new 
livery) in scale 1:18 for release in November 2011. 
I did not yet see these models, but bearing in mind 
that ther will only be 504 pieces of both the 
Heidfeld and the Petrov version, it may be a good 
idea to contact you retailer now…  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
New from Model Factory Hiro, this 1:12 (!) scale kit. This 
Lotus Type 79 requires an experienced builder! Very high 
detail. 
 
Different versions can be build; 
1978 Rd.8 Swedish GP / Rd.9 French GP /  Rd.12 
Austrian GP / Rd.13 Dutch GP / Rd.14 Italian GP 
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New on the website is this 1964 Lotus Cortina as used by 
the Neptune Racing Team in 1964. This 1:32 scale slot 
race model is made by Scalextric. 

 

 

 
 
 
This T128 as driven by Chandhok during the German 
Formula One Grand Prix 2011 should be in the shops any 
moment now. Made by Spark, scale 1:43 

 
 
 
 
New from Model Factory Hiro is a transfer kit, that can be 
used to transfer the Tamiya 1:12 Lotus 78 to the Lotus 
type 77 that was used by Mario Andretti during the First 
Japanese Formula One Grand prix in 1976 
 
So you will need both the Tamiya kit and this transfer kit. 
 
High detail, as we are used to see with kits from Hiro. 
 

 

 
 
 
Books and videos 
 
Joe Honda Photobook Volume 12, Gold Leaf Team 
Lotus 
 
This is a modelling guide produced for Model Factory Hiro, 
based on the work of Japanese motorsports photographer 
Joe Honda and are inspired by the subjects that Hiro have 
released. Plenty of race action and of course the all 
important close up photos of the cars in various pit 
garages and paddocks.  
 
Obviously it is intended to compliment one of the Hiro kits 
of this car but this book will be interesting for F1 and Lotus 
fans in general.  
 
Japanese and English text, brilliant photographs. 
 
Expected early 2012 
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Metamorphoses 
 
This remarkable book that was presented by Group 
Lotus to VIP’s in Los Angeles, 12 November 2010, 
now seems to be for sale at the Lotus originals 
website.  
 
It features stunning images by internationally 
acclaimed photographer GERARD RANCINAN.  It 
richly chronicles the history and development of 
Lotus as a world leader and innovator of both track 
and road.  Engaging in its text, the story unfolds 
and captivates.  Whilst the visual impact will leave 
you amazed and with a deeper understanding of 
the relationship between machines and men.   
 
So for those of you who have seen it on my 
bookshelves and wanted it, here is your chance…..  
 

Grand Prix Heroes 
 
A new series of DVD's celebrating the true 
characters of Formula One has been released on 
DVD by Duke. Each film is narrated by Sir Stirling 
Moss, and is packed with wonderful racing action 
from legendary circuits including Monaco, Kyalami, 
Spa-Francorchamps, Brands Hatch and Montjuich. 
In addition, we have the privilege of listening in as 
the teams and star drivers work on performance in 
the pits. 
 
The Grand Prix Heroes series focuses on Sir Jackie 
Stewart, James Hunt, Niki Lauda, Ronnie Peterson, 
Emerson Fittipaldi, Jody Scheckter, Mario Andretti, 
Clay Regazzoni and Peter Revson. So, some former 
Lotus drivers are included. Plus, there is a film 
examining the journey to victory of Sir Frank 
Williams and his eponymous team, and a wonderful 
programme revealing the path to Formula One of 
two-times World Champion Mika Hakkinen. 
 
Example: In Grand Prix Hero Ronnie Peterson we 
recall a career cut tragically short, but one filled 
with the full range of motorsport’s highs and lows. 
Despite never truly delivering his full potential, the 
Swede’s natural talent, astonishing car control and 
easy-going personality ensured his hero status. 
What shines through in the action-packed race film 
is Peterson’s extraordinary ability behind the 
wheel, and in short interviews and overheard 
conversations in the pits, an affable and likeable 
man. From his debut at the 1970 Monaco Grand 
Prix to the shocking scenes of confusion after the 
crash which ultimately cost his life, we remember 
one of racing’s most gifted talents. 
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Events 
 
If you like to have your (Club)event listed on our calendar, please let me know! There is no charge. You 
can find the calendar here:  http://www.lotusdriversguide.com/Events/index.php. 
 

 
 
In Belgium it may by nice to visit the 32nd Auto Retro, held on 21-22 January 2012. They are 
celebrating the 60th anniversary of Lotus. We already did this in 2008 of course, but the Lotus Engineering 
Company was founded on the 1st of January, 1952. More information here: http://www.autoretro.be/ 
 
I will be there in Belgium on the Sunday, let me know if you are there and like to meet! 
 
 

 
 
13-15 April 2012 
Hockenheim Historic – The Jim Clark Revival.  
For information, please see http://www.hockenheim-historic.de/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
18 & 19 August 2012 
 
Lotus Festival will return to Brands Hatch on the historic Grand Prix circuit for 2012. 
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Full support race programme on both days. 
 
* Classic Team Lotus display and demo's 
* Lotus Motorsport support 
* Lotus Club Displays 
* Inter Lotus club karting competition 
* Huge Lotus trade village 
* Fairground 
* Lotus race programme includes 2 x Elise Trophy & a 1hr Lotus Cup UK race 
* Full race support package 
* Soap box race 
* Special Lotus parade 
* Celebratory guests from Lotus past and present 
 
More information: http://www.lotus-festival.com 
 
 
Downloads 
 
If you have anything that you like to share with other Lotus enthusiasts and that will not get me into 
copyright problems, please let me know. I am happy to make it available from the website.  
 
 
Sponsors 
 
The Lotus Drivers Guide website is sponsored by: 
Oil Control Systems, http://www.oilcontrolsystems.com/ 

 
 
Some of the images that are used are copyrighted by Group Lotus PLC and/or one of their companies. This newsletter is send to you 
because I understood that you like to receive it. If you no longer like to receive this newsletter, please send me an email and I will 
take you of the list. 

 


