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The first words 
 
I’m sorry for being a bit late this month! A lot of pages this time and 
still  not complete, there is always more to tell… If I had more time I 
could consider a weekly newsletter, but that is not possible. As Lotus 
is very active in motorsport you will find a lot of racing news in this 
issue.  
 
I hope you will find the following news items interesting, please enjoy 
this issue!                                       
 
Ronald Ringma 
 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

 
• Modern media 
• News from Group Lotus 
• New on the website 
• What’s happening in Hethel? 
• Geneva 2012 
• Lotus Racing set for tarmac and grassroots 
• Lotus to star at 2012 Goodwood festival of speed 
• Barcelona Formula One testdays, Circuit de Catalunya, Barcelona. 1 - 4 March 2012 
• Important Lotus collection for sale 
• Formula One, Australia and Malaysia 
• Double world champion and Lotus Ambassador Emerson Fittipaldi gives us his thoughts on the 

Malaysian Grand Prix… 
• Kimi Räikönnen launches Lotus in Lebanon 
• Lotus and Mansory partnership 
• Lotus F1 Team conference centre 
• Rare cars for sale 
• Lotus Magazine 
• Formula One: New Lotus F1 Team store opened 
• Restyled Lotus website 
• Model cars 
• Books and videos 
• Events  
• Downloads 

 
Previous issues of this newsletter are available as free downloads from my website. 
 
Modern media 

 
Next to the website, there is also a page on Facebook, a page on Google+ and I am sometimes using 
Twitter now. Just search for Lotus Drivers Guide on Facebook or Google+. I’m using Twitter under my own 
name, so if you like to follow what I’m doing there you will have to look for Ronald Ringma. 
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News from Group Lotus 

 
Read all about the news items in the press releases section of the website, please follow this link: 
http://www.lotusdriversguide.com/Press/index.php 
In this section of the website you will find the latest news by Lotus, normally unedited.  
 

New on the website 

 
You will find all recent changes and news headlines on the ‘news’ page of the website. On the opening page 
of the website you will also see the most recent items.  
 
If you like to know if there is an update on this page, I suggest you become a friend on Facebook, as the 
updates will be mentioned there. Or you can also get Google+, where I am also giving notice of updates on 
the website. 
 
 
What’s happening in Hethel? 

 
There are some rumours about production stops, people not working and more. I 
believe it may be good to ask your attention for an interview by Evo Magazine, 
where CEO Dany Bahar explains what is going on. This may clear up things a bit. 
 
As we all know, Proton is the owner of Group Lotus. Now that Proton has been 
sold  to a large Malaysian industrial conglomerate (DRB-Hicom), it is not clear if 
Lotus’ future plans can be carried out. Earlier announced models have to be 
postponed as Malaysian law dictates that after a takeover the R&D (research and 
development) work has to stop during 3 months. A so called lockdown. 
 
Due to the takeover, the new Exige S (400+ orders already!) and the Evora GTE 
will be available later as planned.  
 

The lockdown period will end by the end of March and Dany Bahar is working hard in order to try to 
continue with the business plan. As soon as there is more news, I will make sure to share it with you on 
the newspage of the website. 
 
By the way, the fact that Lotus employees have been working less hours for a short while has to do with so 
called ‘bank hours’ and is common in manufacturing. The staff work short hours and the company ‘bank’ 
the hours to get them to work longer some time in the future. 
 
Read the Evo Magazine interview here: 
http://www.evo.co.uk/news/evonews/279961/new_lotus_models_temporarily_on_hold.html 
 
 
Geneva 2012 

 
Blowing the roof of in Geneva, or similar words, is what Lotus announced for this show. And they did 
deliver with the new Exige S roadster. On Tuesday 6th March, not at 11.15 A.M. but a bit later as 
announced, Group Lotus - helped by Kimi Räikkönen - presented two new and extreme models: the Exige 
S Roadster and an exclusive Lotus F1 Team edition Evora GTE. And the latest  racing car,  the Lotus LMP2. 
 

The following comments are from Lotus, the pictures are made by me: 

 
Hardcore soft-top:  
More raw than a Japanese tasting menu, the Lotus Exige S Roadster 
combines its coupé twin’s mesmerizing grunt and handling with an open 
air experience that makes the driver feel all the more at one with the 
road. It’s the first time an Exige model has been offered with a factory-
fitted soft top roof, one which is typically lightweight and easy to put up 
and take down. In true Lotus fashion the finely tuned suspension delivers 
a responsive ride and sublimely agile handling, whilst the supercharged 
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3.5 V6 engine with race-derived technologies delivers stunning performance. Reaching 100 kph from 
standing in a neck-snapping 4 seconds (0 – 60 mph in 3.8 seconds) and 0 – 160 kph (0 – 100 mph) in 8.5 
seconds this little roadster packs a punch both on and off the track. The Roadster comes with a six-speed 
manual gearbox, but will also be available with Lotus’ Serial Precision Shift (SPS), a paddle-operated 
automated manual transmission, which makes life more relaxed in the city and more F1-like when it’s let 
off the leash. 
 
Kimi some lovin’: 

Our favourite Finn introduced a very special version of an already limited edition – the Lotus F1 Team 
Evora GTE is about as exclusive as a sports car can get. Kimi returns to Formula One with Lotus in 2012, 
and what better way to celebrate the return of the former world champion than by creating a special F1 
edition? Unique F1 and Kimi-inspired touches include: An unpainted high-gloss carbon-fibre body, carbon 
interior with copper inlays, gold-piped black leather bucket seats, and Lotus F1 Team Limited Edition 
badging. The GTE, expected to be homologated for EU markets by May 2012, is the most powerful Lotus 
road car ever: 444 horsepower from a 3.5 V6, and with over a 100 kg sheered from the standard Evora it 
boasts a better power-to-weight ratio than most machines this side of Kimi’s office. What’s not to love? 

 

   
Lotus F1 Team Evora GTE, created with help from Mansory…. 

 
Discovering the car today Kimi said: “If the Lotus F1 Team Evora GTE is as quick as it looks then it is going 
to be absolutely incredible. I would love to have this as my company car! I like its aggressive shape and 
the carbon-fibre finish makes it stand out even more – I can’t wait to drive it. It’s great to be back in 
Formula One and I’m really looking forward to my first race with Lotus next week in Australia.” 
 
The evolution of endurance – Lotus style: 

 

Lotus is competing in the 2012 World Endurance Championship with a 
Lotus V8-powered Lola-designed LMP2 prototype racer. The team, which 
is run by former F1 principal Colin Kolles and his Kodewa squad, kicks 
things off at Sebring on March 17. 
 
This partnership is ideal for Lotus as it climbs the endurance racing 
ladder, having returned to the GT class last year with the Evora. Though 
hugely important in themselves, the build-up races of the season are 
really an amuse bouche for arguably the greatest motor race in the 
world – the Le Mans 24 Hours – and our LMP2 should be right in the 
thick of the action. 

 
Journe Alesi: 

This May, Formula One legend and Group Lotus ambassador Jean Alesi is taking on a stirring new challenge 
– to race in the Indianapolis 500. Lotus, of course, has a glorious history at the 500 having won it with Jim 
Clark in 1965. His Lotus 38 was the first mid-engined car to ever triumph at the Brickyard. Lotus returned 
to IndyCar last year and has stepped up its involvement in 2012 by manufacturing its own engine and 
powering no less then five cars. Innovation has always been key to Lotus’ DNA, and it’s something shared 
by Lotus’ newest partner, Swiss watchmaker F.P. Journe. The shared values help to explain why the 
exclusive watchmaker’s decided to support Lotus and Jean with his first Indy outing. In addition to 
partnering with Lotus for the Indy 500, Jean will be wearing an F.P. Journe Centigraphe Sport watch, the 



Lotus Drivers Guide newsletter, issue 57, March 2012, page 4 

first all-aluminium mechanical wristwatch. At just 55 grams, its lightweight philosophy is perfectly in line 
with Lotus, and its high-tech aluminium alloy is normally found in aeronautical engineering and Lotus’ 
acclaimed chassis technology. 
 
And there’s more: 
 
Road cars 

The Elise S is all torque and all action. Its 1.8 supercharged engine delivers a buttock-clenching 220 PS, 
which means more speed, more versatility, and more efficiency. It results in lower fuel consumption and 
emissions than the previous Elise SC, which the S replaced last year. 
 
Following its debut in Frankfurt, the new Roadster’s brother, the Exige S in its coupe version, makes 
another appearance – the ultimate closed-cockpit road-faring missile that will make a mess of the 
competition but not your hair. 
 
And if you missed it in Frankfurt then now’s your chance to see the Evora S with IPS gearbox, the paddle-
shift variant of Lotus’ current premium model. Its supercharged 3.5 V6 pumps out 350 PS, which the 
acclaimed chassis fully exploits. The Intelligent Precision Shift allows a high and even level of power 
transfer as well as quick, smooth shifts. It allows for more comfort in the city, better fuel efficiency and lots 
of fun when it comes to the fast stuff. 
 
Motorsport 

Lotus is turning up the heat in Formula One this year. World champion Kimi Raikkonen is back in the 
driving seat alongside a very promising youngster, GP2 champion Romain Grosjean. The Lotus F1 Team’s 
E20 has been impressive in pre-season tests. While the team is hard at work, we have one of our black-
and-gold F1 machines on the stand in Geneva. 
 

 
 

We’ve also got our F1-inspired customer single-seater, the Type 125, a car so extreme that everything 
about it gets the heart racing. Now at the end of its extensive development program, the car has spent the 
winter with our F1 team in Enstone and has been tested by Romain Grosjean in Portimao. The result is a 
racing car that can lick F1’s performance envelope, yet is easier to drive, more accommodating, and 
doesn’t need a 20-man pit crew to run it. Ultimate driver thrills are yours at the touch of a button.  
 
The Evora’s race debut went well last year and we’re looking forward to building on this in 2012. The Evora 
managed to complete all 24 hours of a punishing Le Mans in June and finished seventh in the GTE-Pro 
class, which was no mean feat given the programme’s infancy. Meanwhile, the Lotus Sport UK team took 
three fantastic wins in the British GT Championship’s GT4 category. At Geneva, we have a special gold-
and-black Evora GT4 for you to get your paws on. 
 
Lotus Engineering showcased a number of technologies, all of which point the way for the future of 
sustainable, efficient transport with ultra low well-to-wheel carbon emissions. Leading the Lotus 
Engineering presence was the Lotus Evora 414E Range Extender Hybrid, developed as part of the UK’s 
Technology Strategy Board’s REEV project. Under the skin of this innovative technical demonstrator is an 
electric drivetrain with two electric motors giving 800Nm of torque and 414 PS, linked to the Lotus’ 1.2 
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litre, 35 kW range extender engine. 
 
Additional exhibits from Lotus Engineering included key components from the Active Valve Train 
technology, now developed to run at up to 8000 rpm, and the Omnivore engine which can run efficiently 
and optimally on almost any type of liquid fuel (including petrol, alcohol, diesel, aviation fuel and paraffin) 
and as such could lead the way in how engines will be designed in the future. 
 
Lotus Racing set for tarmac and grassroots 

 

- Official team for 2012 FIA European Rally Championship 
 
- Official team for 2012 European Le Mans Series 
 
- Rewards for results with Lotus Racing Karts 
 
Rallying 

The Lotus International Rally team is set to make its race debut in April in the FIA European Rally 
Championship. In partnership with Italian team United Business, who won the title last year, the hotly 

anticipated Exige R-GT will be painted in 
Lotus’ iconic black and gold colour scheme. 
 
Former Portuguese champion and Super 
2000 World Rally Championship (SWRC) 
driver Bernardo Sousa is in-line to race the 
car at the Rally 1000 Miglia in Brescia, 
Italy, on 19-21 April, provided the car is 
ready. Next week the Exige R-GT 
undergoes its final testing before being 
submitted to the FIA for homologation. Ten 
cars will be built this year, with seven cars 
allocated to the official team and European 
racing drivers. 
 
Claudio Berro, Director of Lotus Racing, 
started his career rallying and is thrilled to 

be back. “This will be the first GT car to be homologated by the FIA. Lotus, of course, has been successful 
in rallying before, winning the 1981 World Rally Championship with the Talbot Sunbeam Lotus. So in many 
ways we’re all going back to our roots. Partnering with the United Business Rally Team in the FIA European 
Rally Championship makes perfect sense because they, like us, know how to win. I think this is going to be 
a very strong collaboration. The championship largely takes place on tarmac, which suits us too. It’s so 
exciting to go rallying with this new project. It’s another big challenge for Lotus.” 
 
Pier Liberali, Owner and President of United Business, commented: “This partnership agreement with Lotus 
Racing fills me with pride. Lotus is one of the most famous manufacturers worldwide in the motorsports 
field. It is an honour for us to be able to work with them, and we will do our utmost to exceed their 
expectations.” 
  
 
GT 

Lotus is to enter an official team in this year’s European Le Mans Series. The black and gold-coloured Evora 
GTE will compete in the GTE Pro class with factory driver Johnny Mowlem at the wheel. The two other 
drivers that will comprise this one-car team will be announced shortly. 
 
Lotus Giudici Racing is run by former professional touring car driver turned GT racer Gianni Giudici, who 
ran an Evora GT4 in the European Blancpain Series last year and finished runner-up. 
 
Testing kicks off at Lotus’ Hethel track, followed by six hour endurance races at Le Castellet (France), 
Zolder (Belgium), Donington (UK), Brno (Czech Republic) and Portimao (Portugal). 
 
Director of Lotus Racing, Claudio Berro, is pleased to have GTE programmes on both sides of the Atlantic: 
“Having already announced our American Le Mans Series team, Lotus-AJR, it’s great to now announce our 
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entry in the European Le Mans Series. Last year marked the Evora GTE’s first year of competition. It was a 
foundation year, which proved promising, and by now splitting programs between these two prestigious 
series I hope we’ll be able to further hone the GTE into a title contender. 
 
“Gianni Giudici has long been one of Lotus Racing’s most important customers, and creating this official 
partnership makes perfect sense. He has been very successful in endurance racing, and has the capability 
to run the car at a very high level. With Lotus’ technical support this will be a good combination for the 
European platform.” 
 
 
Karting 

The Lotus Racing Karts team is flat-out in preparation for the 2012 CIK-FIA Under-18 Karting World 
Championship. Registration is now open and the deadline for entries is 30th March. The total entries will be 
limited to 102 and it’s first come first served. 
  
Therefore, drivers interested in entering this World Championship are advised to enter online as soon as 
possible: http://www.cikfia.com/championships/entry-form.html 
 
The championship, which starts on July 8 in Braga, Portugal, aims to promote drivers aged 15-18 and 
rigorously limit the costs involved, such as with the free allocation of tyres and engines to all participants. 
The series promises to refocus the pure sport of karting not as a spending competition, which has seen 
costs rise drastically across most other international championships, but as the de-facto school for 
tomorrow’s grand prix superstars. 
 
Just like the greats, from Jim Clark through to Kimi Raikkonen, aspiring youngsters now have the 
opportunity to become Lotus factory-supported drivers. 
 
Built in Italy, the Lotus Racing Kart is arguably the most fun, raw and inspirational Lotus ever to hit the 
race track. The focus is on quality, speed, reliability and versatility through its automated robot welding 
technology of the C30 and C32 chassis, and on developing the next generation of Lotus racers early. 
 
The top three drivers to race Lotus Racing Karts will be richly rewarded: A fully-sponsored Formula Monza 
test with the Lotus Formula Juniors team and a go in Lotus’ F1-inspired Type 125 customer car, plus a two-
day test with the Lotus Racing Karts team and a tour of the Group Lotus factory and facilities in Hethel, 
England.  
 
So, points mean big shiny prizes. 
 
 
Lotus to star at 2012 Goodwood festival of speed 

 
During this years Festival of Speed we can see our favourite Lotus will be firing up some of the most 
exciting classic and current Lotus models. Group Lotus is also preparing a dramatic sculpture that will 
become a centrepiece of Goodwood House’s stately grounds during the June 28 to July 1 festival. 
  
42 Historic Lotuses will blast up the hallowed hill climb, while the Lotus F1 Team looks to break the course 
record with this year’s grand prix challenger, the black-and-gold E20. The cars and enthusiasts will be 

joined by famous faces and Lotus legends from every era.  
 
Group Lotus CEO Dany Bahar is proud that the marque 
will be centre-stage this summer. “The Goodwood Festival 
of Speed is such an iconic event, for me it completely 
captures the spirit and passion of British motorsport. 
We’re always made to feel very welcome by all the fans 
and the organizers, it’s a home from home for us and I’m 
delighted that we have such a strong presence at the 
event this year.” 
  
Landowner and organizer Lord March is thrilled that Lotus 
will have such a significant presence at Goodwood. “Lotus 
is without a doubt one of the greatest, most evocative 
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motoring and motor racing brands Britain has produced and we are very happy the company will be our 
featured marque this year. Lotus’ beautiful, innovative, joyful cars and some of the heroes that made them 
famous will be out in force, not sitting silently but driven hard for the purpose they were born. It’s going to 
be a wonderful automotive celebration.” 
 
 
Barcelona Formula One testdays, Circuit de Catalunya, Barcelona. 1 - 4 March 2012 

 
1 March 2012.  

Lotus F1 Team returned to the track today for the first of four days testing at the Circuit de Catalunya near 
Barcelona, Spain. Romain Grosjean took the wheel of the modified E20 completing 73 laps and setting the 
fastest time of the day. 
 
Fast facts:  
Track: Barcelona, Spain, 4.7km  
Chassis: E20-01  
Weather: Sunny, air 8-16°C, track 16-35°C  
Programme: System checks, temperature monitoring, data correlation, aero-focused runs, set-up changes  
Laps Completed: 73  
Classification: 1st, 1’23"252  
Interruptions: KERS battery change  
What’s next? Romain will be back in the car tomorrow running through a programme of set up work in the 
morning followed by race work in the afternoon. 
 
Romain Grosjean, Lotus F1 Team Race Driver: “The car was feeling very good and it’s great to bounce back 
from our dramas to set the fastest time of the day. It’s clear we have solved the problem we encountered 
and now we have to complete a very full test programme this week. The feeling in the team is fantastic 
and it’s like last week’s issues never happened. My crew told me that the problems would make us 
stronger, and this is true. The chassis is stronger, and all the team is stronger. We gathered good data 
today and we have a few interesting things that we would like to confirm tomorrow which should help us 
make a good step forwards.” 
 
James Allison, Technical Director: “Our main target for today was to compress as much set-up work as we 
could into the first day as we are playing catch-up relative to our rivals at this track. Of course, we want to 
complete as many laps as possible, but this second objective is inevitably compromised somewhat by 
needing to make many short runs punctuated by set-up changes. Obviously, we’re very pleased to 
complete the day without any major difficulties to the car after such a troubled start here last week.” 
 
2 March 2012.  

Lotus F1 Team went fastest and one lap shy of furthest in the second test day of four at the Circuit de 
Catalunya near Barcelona. Romain Grosjean completed a mammoth 124 laps – almost 600 km - including a 
race distance simulation. He ended the day with a 1min 22.614secs lap – the fastest by over half a second. 
 

 
Fast facts:  
Track: Barcelona, Spain, 4.7km  
Chassis: E20-01  
Weather: Sunny, air 8-21°C, track 9-30°C  
Programme: System checks, temperature 
monitoring, data correlation, aero-focused 
runs, set-up changes, race distance run.  
Laps Completed: 124  
Classification: 1st, 1’22"614  
Interruptions: Unscheduled bodywork change  
 
What’s next? Kimi Räikkönen will get behind 
the wheel for the final two days at Barcelona. 
Tomorrow he will work on set-up including 
evaluating a new aero package. 
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Romain Grosjean, Lotus F1 Team Race Driver: 

“I’m very happy with the car, and it was great that we could still run strongly at the end of the session, 
even after a long stint. At the start of the day we suffered slightly with tyre degradation, but we changed a 
few things and this improved as the day went on. Today was the first race distance I’ve completed in a 
long time and I’m feeling pretty good. No doubt my neck will be a little sore tomorrow, but the rest of me 
is fine!” 
 
Alan Permane, Trackside Operations Director: 

“All in all it’s been a good day. The E20 was once again very reliable, and we completed a lot of laps. 
Romain wasn’t particularly happy with the car first thing this morning, but we steadily improved it over the 
day. In the afternoon we completed a full race distance including pit stops. We then went for a couple of 
setup runs at the end as we had a bit of time left over which was an unexpected surprise. Tyre 
performance looks good; in particular during the last stint we used a set of hard tyres and managed around 
27 laps with very low levels of degradation which is encouraging.” 
 
3 march 2012 

Lotus F1 Team had a curtailed day of testing. Power steering issues in the morning and rain in the 
afternoon limited track time for Kimi Räikkönen to 43 laps. 
 
Fast facts: 
 
Track: Barcelona, Spain, 4.7km  
Chassis: E20-01  
Weather: Sunny, air 10-19°C, track 11-24°C  
Programme: System checks, temperature monitoring, data correlation, set-up changes.  
Laps Completed: 43  
Classification: 10th, 1’25"379  
Interruptions: Power steering investigation and steering rack change.  
 
What’s next? Kimi Räikkönen will complete the final day of pre-season testing working on set-up work and 
a race simulation. 
 

 
 
Kimi Räikkönen, Lotus F1 Team Race Driver: 

“It was good to get in the E20 after missing testing last week. We had an issue with the power steering in 
the morning then we didn’t run in the wet, so it was quite a short time for me in the car today. At least we 
got some runs. The car was reliable when on track meaning we gained some good data for the team. 
Hopefully the weather will be better tomorrow and we can complete more laps.” 
 
Alan Permane, Trackside Operations Director: 

“Aside from the time we lost early on it was clear that we were running a different programme from the 
other teams today. We were hampered by power steering issues in the morning, which took some time to 
rectify. Once on track, we steadily improved the car balance through the day. We opted not to run in the 
rain which meant we completed fewer laps today than would otherwise have been the case.” 
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Important Lotus collection for sale  
 
Long time Lotus collector and chairman of the Lotus Club Holland Olav Glasius has decided to sell a large 
part of his collection.  At the Goodwood Festival of Speed auction on 29 June no less than 24 of his cars will 
be on the lot-list. Including exclusive cars like  an original and unspoiled Formula Junior Lotus 27 and ex-
Formula 1/InterContinental Lotus Type 18, a very rare Ex-Team Lotus, Cliff Allison/Keith Hall 1956 Lotus 
Eleven 'Wide-body' Le Mans and a trio of prototype/one-off concept cars. Just to name a few out of this 
carefully created collection. This is the work of a genuine enthusiast and it is a pity that this collection will 
be separated. This is an important showcase of Lotus history!  
 
 
Formula One, Australia and Malaysia 
 
The E20 seems to be a fast and reliable car! Due to lack of space I have to refer to the website where you 
can see the comments from the Lotus F1 team; 
 
http://www.lotusdriversguide.com/Press/Lotus_F1_Team_Australia_2012.php 
 
http://www.lotusdriversguide.com/Press/Lotus_F1_Team_Malaysia_2012.php  
 
 
Double world champion and Lotus Ambassador Emerson Fittipaldi gives us his thoughts on the 

Malaysian Grand Prix… 

 

 
 
This season is shaping up to be a classic. Have you been on the edge of your seat too? 

  
The racing is better than last year and it’s good to see the teams closing in and in some cases being even 
faster than the Red Bulls. Of course it’s a great field with six world champions and a lot of new talent. 
  
Just two races in, and Kimi Raikkonen looks like he’s lost none of his speed. Are you surprised 

how quickly he’s got back to grips with F1? 

  
I am surprised that it has taken no time for Kimi to be back at the top of his form. Michael Schumacher is 
on form this year too, but it took him two years to get back in the groove. Kimi was on it from the very 
first test. 
  
Romain Grosjean once again qualified strongly but ended in the gravel within four laps. What 

advice would you give him? 

  
The same advice I’d give any driver, especially a young one: first you have to finish, then you can finish 
first. 
  
As a driver pairing, how good a partnership do you think Kimi and Romain make compared to 

the teams around them? 
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There are good pairings all around, and Lotus is no exception. With Kimi racing so well and Romain 
showing a lot of speed the pair will keep each other honest and the results will come. 
  
We had a red flag period for nearly an hour due to rain. How difficult is it for a driver 

psychologically when a race is suspended? 

  
I’m totally in favour of stopping the race in critical aquaplaning conditions. There is nothing the driver can 
do to defend himself in these conditions. I actually believe the red flag period in this case to be beneficial 
to the drivers, they can enter again and re-start the race at their best. 
  
Lotus once again proved they are quick, but due to Kimi’s gearbox penalty they perhaps don’t 

have the optimum result. How do you think the E20 ranks compared to the McLaren, the Red 

Bull, the Mercedes and the Ferrari? 

  
Lotus has made the most progress of any team. I am happy to celebrate the 40th anniversary of my 1972 
World Championship with Lotus and see the marque becoming a serious contender in F1 again. I know so 
many of the people involved I am sure that they will get the job done. I have a lot of respect for the new 
management and especially for my friend Eric Boullier. 
  
In mixed-weather conditions, experience usually comes to the fore. How impressed were you 

with Sergio Perez, in just his second season, challenging for the lead like he did? 

  
I have known Sergio since he was in karting, and he’s always been fast. He is Mexico’s new hope in F1, and 
this is great news. His strategy was perfect and he drove like a veteran, turning in the fast laps when it 
mattered and making everybody follow. 
  
You achieved success in F1 at an incredibly early age. What do you think is going through 

Sergio’s head right now? And how much is he daydreaming about Ferrari? 

  
I think that he is taking things one at a time, and trying to do his best this season. Today he showed again 
that he is very focused, so I wouldn’t say he’s daydreaming just dealing with the present. 
 
 
Kimi Räikönnen launches Lotus in Lebanon 

  
Fresh from the Malaysian Grand Prix, Kimi Räikkönen joined Group Lotus CEO Dany Bahar in Beirut to 
celebrate the return of Lotus to Lebanon. 
 
The legendary marque is opening a new dealership in Beirut in partnership with leading Lebanese 
automotive dealer RYMCO and luxury real estate and management company Zardman. Lotus’ acclaimed 
Evora, Elise and Exige are set to quicken the heartbeat of one of the most exciting cities in the Middle East. 
 
Lotus Cars Lebanon welcomed the 2007 Formula One World Champion to Beirut in style, throwing an 
exclusive party at the MAD nightclub and toasting the future of Lotus in the region. The ‘Lotus is Back’ 
event was also attended by a few lucky F1 fans, who got to press up against Lotus’ speediest models.  

 
Kimi Räikkönen, racing driver, Lotus F1 Team: “It was a 
great first visit to Beirut and a lot of fun to join the Lotus 
Car Lebanon team and launch the marque here. Lotus is a 
really special car company with big ambitions and part of 
that is returning to Formula One, another is spreading the 
word around the world.” 
 
Dany Bahar, CEO, Group Lotus: “The Middle East is a 
market of huge potential to Lotus and Beirut is a very 
strong location for us. There were a lot of competitive 
bids to host Lotus here, and I am very happy that we’ve 
agreed to partner with Zardman and RYMCO who I’m 
confident will represent our brand perfectly and give 
customers a fantastic experience here in Lebanon. This is 
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an important step in Lotus’ international sales plans.” 
 
Fayez Rasamny, Chairman, Lotus Cars Lebanon: “This is a very exciting night for sports car aficionados in 
Lebanon, and indeed for racing fans. Thank you to Kimi Räikkönen for his special visit, and thank you to 
Group Lotus for returning to the region and bringing their wonderful cars. We really wanted to be the ones 
to bring this legendary automotive brand to Lebanon. The Lebanese are massively into premium sports 
cars and Lotus’ racing heritage. I’m confident Lotus Cars Lebanon is going to be a huge success.” 
 
 

Lotus and Mansory partnership 

 
Group Lotus has selected Mansory to be Lotus Cars’ Official Customisation Studio. 
  
The German specialist in craftsmanship on luxury vehicles has already worked with Lotus on a range of 
special editions, and will offer Lotus enthusiasts the ultimate tailoring service. At the Paris Motor Show in 
September this year, Lotus will unveil an exciting new model variant in collaboration with Mansory. 
  
Assigned to special projects, Mansory will contribute bodywork, trim and special finishes for Lotus’ 
acclaimed model range; the Elise, Exige and Evora. As the Official Customisation Studio, Mansory is 
working closely with Lotus’ engineers and designers to produce modifications that scream individuality and 
quality. 
  
Since the exciting reaction to the Evora Concept Bespoke at the 2011 Geneva expo, Lotus and Mansory 
have collaborated on several projects together, principally the road-going Evora GTE – the most powerful 
Lotus yet - which prompted a deluge of international orders. 
‘Specials’ followed: The chrome-red Evora GTE by Swizz Beatz and, most recently, the raw carbon-fibre 
Lotus F1 Team Evora GTE, have claimed poster space on teenagers’ bedroom walls and sparked frenzy 
among supercar collectors desperate to get their hands on these extremely limited-edition models. 
  
Eponymous founder Kourosh Mansory has always been passionate about British luxury and sports cars. He 
spent many years in England in order to absorb vehicular values such as tradition, craftsmanship, and 
state-of-the-art engineering. 
  
Kourosh Mansory, Owner, Mansory Design and Holding GmbH: “At Mansory, we have always been 
passionate about British cars, and the cooperation with Lotus is the perfect partnership as it meets our 
quality standard of production on the highest technical level combined with masterly craftsmanship and the 
most precious materials. As the Official Lotus Customisation Studio, we amplify the existing options with 
harmonically designed aerodynamics and ultra-light aluminium rims. High-quality accessories and stylish 
interior fittings complete the Mansory assortment.” 
  
Wolf Zimmerman, Chief Technical Officer, Group Lotus: “Mansory are leaders in their field, and having 
worked closely with them on the Evora GTE and the special editions we’ve unveiled recently, we now wish 
to take the partnership to an official level. Together, I am confident we will continue to produce 
outstanding sports cars, with the bespoke qualities that many of our discerning customers look for.” 
  
Maurizio Parlato, Commercial Director, Group Lotus: “There’s a strong market for official customisation, 
and Mansory is the perfect partner in ensuring the quality and style we strive to maintain at Lotus. For 
customers who are seeking Lotus’ principals of speed, innovation and fun, but with added exclusivity, our 
Official Customisation Studio is the answer. The Lotus Evora GTE is a great illustration of what is to come. 
The car has already prompted around 250 orders and leads between China and Europe and we expect it to 
have a very successful future as the top of the range Evora.” 
 
 
Lotus F1 Team conference centre 

 
Lotus F1 Team has unique facilities to host meetings from 5 to 120 persons. Thi scoul dbe very nice for 
your business meetings or maybe for club meetings! 
 
 
The Lotus F1 Team Communications & Heritage Centre is an ideal setting to stage corporate events 
If you are inspired by cutting-edge technology, innovation and team work, the hosting opportunities at the 
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Technical Centre in Oxfordshire can provide customised solutions to transform your event, meeting or 
product launch. 
 
The Lotus F1 Team Heritage Centre houses some of the team’s most significant F1 machinery of the past 
30 years, while the state-of-the-art Computational Aerodynamic Research Centre houses cutting-edge 
presentation facilities in addition to some of the sport’s most advanced technology research tools. 
 
Both offer unique hosting opportunities at the heart of the team’s operations, for groups ranging from 5 to 
120 people. The team’s facilities also include unique F1-related activities, including pit-stop simulations, 
reaction tests and a fully-fledged F1 simulator that can add a touch of competition and teamwork to a 
meeting. 
 
STATISTICS: 
Delegate Rates: Daily: From £45.00 Rates are exclusive of sales tax (VAT) 
Meeting Capacity: 120 (max) 
Catering Capacity: 120 (max) 
No. of Bedrooms: 0 
No. of Meeting Rooms: 3 
Disabled Access: Yes 
 
CONTACTS 
Lotus F1 Team  
Whiteways Technical Centre, Enstone  
Oxfordshire, OX7 4EE, UK  
Tel: +44 (0) 1608 678 000  
Fax: +44 1608 678 609  
E-mail: gabriela.mills@lotusf1team.com 
 
 
Rare cars for sale 

 

 

 
 
 
This 1961 Lotus Type 20 is offered for sale by 
William I'anson Ltd, www.williamianson.com 
 
Comes with history and paperwork 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gallery, http://www.thegallerybrummen.nl, is 
offering this 1964 Lotus Seven S2 for sale. 
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A private owner in Malta, being the first and only 
owner, is offering this original 1969 Europa S2 for 
sale. The mileage is 21800 from new. Completely 
original, no restoration has been done. 
 
Contact the owner at tel. +356380617 
 
 

  
 
 
Lotus Magazine 

 
Issue 5 is published now, including very interesting articles about the people 
behind Lotus and Nigel Mansell, just to mention two stories. And there is much 
more in this issue course. I enjoyed reading it, if you like to know more about 
this magazine I suggest you visit the website http://magazine.lotuscars.com/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Formula One: New Lotus F1 Team store opened 

 
While visiting the Lotus F1 Team website, you can now check out the new store where the Lotus Renault 
GP items have been replaced by new Lotus F1 Team items. It is clear that the new collection is presented 
as part of the Lotus Originals line. http://www.lotusoriginals.com/en/category/lotus-f1-team/ 
 
 
Restyled Lotus website 
 
While the Geneva show was starting, the Lotus people in Hethel launched a restyled website. You can find 
it here http://www.lotuscars.com/ 
 
 
Books and video 
 
No news here this time, except for the fact that I am very happy with finding a good example of the book “A very special 
year”, the story of the 1972 world championship. I did not yet have a good one in my books collection, so finding this one 
made my day!  
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Model Cars 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the new 1:43 Ford 400E Team Lotus transporter, 
announced by SMTS. The set will be for sale as a kit or as 
built models. And one may buy the transporter with trailer 
or transporter with trailer and 3 Lotus 18 race cars. 
 
May I suggest that you start saving now if you wan tto 
obtain the complete built set including Type 18 models…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Images courtesy of Grand Prix Models 

 
 
 
 
 
This is the new Lotus Eclat S1 (1975) model that is made 
by Spark, scale 1:43. Should be in the shops by now. 

 

 
 
Tabu Design wil offer additional decal sets for the 1:20 Ebbro Lotus 72C. 
 
SMTS will be re-working their Lotus 25 and Lotus 33 kits for lift off bodies and engine/chassis detail. 

 
 
Events 

 
If you like to have your (Club)event listed on our calendar, please let 
me know! There is no charge. You can find the calendar here:  
http://www.lotusdriversguide.com/Events/index.php. 
 

13-15 April 2012 

Hockenheim Historic – The Jim Clark Revival.  
For information, please see http://www.hockenheim-historic.de/ 
 

 
 
20 May 2012 

Great British. 
Event on the Zandvoort Circuit in The Netherlands. On the program are “show and 
shine”, free driving on the circuit, slalom and a race. 
 
For information, please see http://www.greatbritish.nl/nl/home/show/996/home.html 
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28 June – 1 July 2012 

Goodwood will be honouring Lotus with the main 
‘Central Feature’ installation, displayed prominently 
outside Goodwood House.    
 
The Festival of Speed is the largest motoring garden 
party in the world – a unique summer weekend that 

brings together an impossibly heady mix of cars, stars and motor sport ‘royalty’ to create the largest car 
culture event in the world. Held in the immaculate grounds of Goodwood House, this annual hill-climb 
event is a true celebration of motor sport and all things automotive. 
For information, please see http://www.goodwood.co.uk/festival-of-speed/welcome.aspx 
 
 
 

 
 
18 & 19 August 2012 

 
Lotus Festival will return to Brands Hatch on the historic Grand Prix circuit for 2012. 
 
Full support race programme on both days. 
 
* Classic Team Lotus display and demo's 
* Lotus Motorsport support 
* Lotus Club Displays 
* Inter Lotus club karting competition 
* Huge Lotus trade village 
* Fairground 
* Lotus race programme includes 2 x Elise Trophy & a 1hr Lotus Cup UK race 
* Full race support package 
* Soap box race 
* Special Lotus parade 
* Celebratory guests from Lotus past and present 
 
More information: http://www.lotus-festival.com 
 
 
Downloads 

 
If you have anything that you like to share with other Lotus enthusiasts and that will not get me into 
copyright problems, please let me know. I am happy to make it available from the website.  
 

 

 
Sponsors 

 
The Lotus Drivers Guide website is sponsored by: 
Oil Control Systems, http://www.oilcontrolsystems.com 
 
 
Some of the images that are used are copyrighted by Group Lotus PLC and/or one of their companies. This newsletter is send to you 
because I understood that you like to receive it. If you no longer like to receive this newsletter, please send me an email and I will 
take you of the list. 

 


